National NEWS

Polluted Water Killed 7 People Each Day in
India in 2018
Notwithstanding available vaccines and medicines, polluted water killed
seven people a day in India in 2018, while at least 36,000 people were
diagnosed with water-borne diseases every day. In 2018, 2439 people died
because of four major water-borne diseases — cholera, acute diarrhoeal
diseases (ADD), typhoid, and viral hepatitis. In all, more than 1.3 crore people
were diagnosed with these diseases. As per this data, accessed from the
Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI) and the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, ADD — known to affect children below five years the most —
was the biggest killer, accounting for 1450 (60%) of the 2439 deaths in 2018.
Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com

ISPP Organizes Workshop on Energy Transitions in
Emerging Economies
The Indian School of Public Policy (ISPP) organized a workshop on ‘Energy Transitions in Emerging
Economies: Opportunities, Risks, and Ways Forward’ by Dr Arunabha Ghosh on June 29, 2019. Dr Ghosh is
the founder-CEO of the Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW). The workshop focussed on the
role of public policy in ending energy poverty and enabling the much needed transition to sustainable
forms of energy such as solar power. Elaborating, Dr Ghosh said: ‘Energy transition in emerging economies
will occur in four ways: from traditional to modern forms of fuel; from rural energy demand to urban;
deeper integration into global energy markets, especially of India and China; and the move from mere
growth to sustainable growth, with focus on renewable energy and newer cleaner technologies.’
Source: www.ispp.org.in

Villages in Bengaluru Urban Hit by Fluorosis
Bengaluru Urban district administration recently identified 93 villages, where residents are
suffering from fluorosis, once again bringing to the fore the issue of unsafe drinking water.
Fluorosis is a chronic condition where teeth and bones get affected, at times even leading
to permanent damage. People who consume water with fluoride content or vegetables rich
in fluoride get affected by fluorosis. The fluorosis-hit villages are spread over all four taluks
– Bengaluru north, south, east, and Anekal. Villages like Kannur (Bengaluru north), Avalahalli
(Bengaluru east), Soolikere (Bengaluru north), and Indlawadi in Anekal are amongst the worst hit.
Source: timesofindia.indiatimes.com
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NGT Sets 3-Month Deadline to Shut Polluting
Industries across India
Contending that economic development cannot take place at the cost of public
health, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to shut down polluting industries in ‘critically polluted’ and ‘severely
polluted’ areas within three months. On the basis of a study jointly carried out
by the CPCB and state pollution control boards in 2009–10, industrial clusters
were notified as Polluted Industrial Areas (PIAs) and they were ranked as ‘critically
polluted area’ (CPA), ‘severely polluted area’ (SPA) and ‘other polluted areas’ (OPAs),
depending upon the Comprehensive Environmental Pollution Index scores.
Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com

Fishes Dying Due to Cancer Developed in Polluted
Water Bodies
Water pollution is not only leading health issues in human beings in Madhya
Pradesh but also in fishes. The College of Fishery Science, Jabalpur, after testing the
samples of dead fishes over a span of past four years concluded fishes died after
developing cancer—especially skin cancer in them. The problem is more pertinent
in fishes of still water bodies, but fishes in rivers are also under threat. The institute
tested the samples after the state’s fishermen societies and Krishi Vigyan Kendras
asked it look into the reasons for death of fishes in water bodies across the state.
Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com

Delhi Police Signs Pact to Implement Rooftop
Solar Energy Systems
The Delhi police will set up rooftop solar energy systems in over 200 of its
buildings across the city. A pact in this regard was signed between Solar
Energy Corporation of India (SECI) and the Delhi police. Under this, SECI – a
PSU under the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) and the
government's nodal agency for implementation of the National Solar Mission,
will support the implementation of grid-connected rooftop solar photovoltaic
systems on the establishments of Delhi police. Police Commissioner Amulya
Patnaik said the Delhi Police has always been at the forefront in adopting new
technology and innovative practices in all spheres of its working.
Source: www.business-standard.com
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